
Minutes of the Governing Council: Monday, October 7, 2013, at 6:00pm
Present:  Tim Dutton, Bridget Krauss, Nancy Larocca, Miguel Pickering, Katherine Nelson, 
Maritze Rodriguez, Maria Rivas, Na’Taya Riley, John Rodriguez, Rachel Allison
The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm

• Update on School:
Stipulated agreements: Mr. Dutton explained that two weeks ago a parent of a 
former student came to tell him that three of our high school students had 
“jumped” her son outside his home; a large crowd gathered to watch this.  The 
police were called and each boy was given a summons and had court 
appearances last Friday.  Because an event this egregious could disrupt our 
school environment,  the students involved were expelled but readmitted seven 
days later under a stipulated agreement which held that they may not engage in 
any violent behavior and must seek counseling or a full-year expulsion would 
be instituted. All three boys have returned to school with no negative 
consequences.
Other than that the start of the year has been very positive in the high school.  
Suspensions are down, for example.  
The middle school start has been a little rougher; we had 20 students in 
detention two weeks ago.  Our social studies teacher also resigned a week ago.  
We hired a teacher to fill that position today but he can’t start for another two 
weeks.  In the meantime, the class is being taught by a certified teacher.
Our Open House was successful.  
Mr. Dutton explained that our school is feeling some pressure from people at 
the state Department of Education and others to begin following a model more 
like that used in the Achievement First schools.  Mr. Dutton said he may need 
some support from the Governing Council in lobbying the state to allow us to 
continue with our model.

• Elections for Governing Council: We received 20 ballots for parents for Governing 
Council.  The parents who have been voted to the Council are: Roshawn Bennett, 
Ramon Bulerin, Prentice Fuller, Valerie Gibson, Charlene Reddick, Maria Rivas and 
Chris James.  Mr. Dutton said that he still encourages all parents to attend meetings 
even if they weren’t officially elected.  Staff elected to the Governing Council were: 
Miguel Pickering, Katherine Nelson, Bridget Krauss and Suzanne O’Brien.

Right now we have two people on staff who do not qualify as “highly 
qualified” teachers; one is a substitute covering for our sick math teacher; the 
other is the science teacher who is covering for a teacher who moved out of 
state

• Parent Meeting Topics: Sandy Lefkowitz would like to schedule the next big parent 
meeting.  She would like to have this meeting in November; the topic to be discussed 
that night is technology, particularly phones and social media.  It was agreed that we 
would have this meeting and have food available afterwards.  

• Bullying Policy and Committee: Mr. Dutton has one case of possible bullying that he 
is investigating.  Ms. Allison reported that she has one case in particular of a boy who 
has been suspended twice for mean behavior.  She may want to bring this case before 
the Council if this behavior continues. 

• Emergency Plans and Procedures: We have had two fire drills and two lock down 



drills so far this year.  Mr. Dutton does a security check of the building and doors at 
least once every day. 

• Food Service Council: The menu for the month is attached to the minutes.  Each 
familys’ lunch debt numbers can be found on Powerschool.  Mr. Dutton administered a 
survey and is getting those back.  A parent asked if we could post the menu on the 
website

• Title 1 Parent School Compact Update: Mr. Dutton drew the Council’s attention to 
the attached Title 1 Compact.  The compact asks that parents be allowed to visit 
classrooms.  Mr. Dutton is extremely leery of this after a parent struck her daughter in 
front of a class several years ago.  

• Other New Business: No other new business.

• The meeting was adjourned at 6:40. 

The next meeting is scheduled for November 4, 2013.


